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-societies that did not seem directly antagonistic to the

profession.
As we understand the situation in Wigan one medical

man has been found to do the work of many by attend-

ing single-handed on 5000 people. And this event is

applauded as a victory over the medical profession
by a meeting at which important speakers say that the

Wigan friendly societies do not 11 desire to do anything
against the interests of the local doctors " but " desire the

goodwill of every medical gentleman." The action of the

Wigan friendly societies is not only contrary to their

secretary’s statement and to the opinions expressed by the
leaders of friendly societies in their repeated interviews

with the Committee of the General Medical Council,
but it has led or is leading up to a piece of

sweatin which working men and their unions would

be the first to condemn in their own employers.
The working men of Wigan, acting as employers, propose
to exact an amount of work from one man that should

employ three or four, and they will defend their action

as sweaters always do by saying that the man they
have hired gets what he contracted for. No one man

can give proper medical attendance to 5000 people. An

authority which the Wigan friendly societies cannot repu-
diate, that of the Friendly Societies’ Medical Alliance, laid
down nearly 20 years ago, in 1883, when working men’s

wages were not so good and medical education was not so
long and expensive as now the following order, that

when (medical aid) associations have upwards of 5000

members it will be found that either three medical men

our two medical men with a dispenser will be required."
It is not the medical profession of Wigan&mdash;save, perhaps,
one of its members-that has to be ashamed or afraid of

an arrangement which commits the health of 5000 persons to
the care of one medical man.

Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

THE EDUCATION OF CRIPPLED AND FEEBLE-
MINDED CHILDREN.

EVER since the publication of the report of the Royal
- Commission on BLind and Afflicted Persons in 1889 much ’’

interest has been shown by the public, and by the medical I
profession, as to the best methods of providing for the
care and education of children who are unable to attend
the ordinary schools. Special day classes for cripp’ed
and feeble-minded pupils were first instituted by the
London School Board ; their example was followed by
some provincial authorities and the Education Act (Epi-
leptic and Defective Children), 1899, provided special
money grants for the education of defective children

properly certified. An impetus has thus been given to

this useful department of education, which is extending in
many directions guided by public effort and private philan-
thropy. Early last year the Liverpool School Board opened
a special institution for the reception of day pupils who
are crippled or mentally defective and placed it in the

charge of a head mistress and three assistant teachers, with
a nurse. At present there are on the register 67 cripples
and 49 mentally weak children. Those who cannot walk
are conveyed to school in an ambulance or by omnibus.

Couches as well as chairs and desks suitable for the cripples
are provided. There are also baths in the institution where

a nurse is in attendance who can apply simple dressings and
attend to the children. The teachers superintend the
dinners which are provided in the school, and by their

kindness, tact, and patience they have done much to

train habits of obedience and quietude in the pupils in

place of unrest and the desire to disobey orders, however
kindly given, which is so common among such children
when they are neglected. ihe children are kept employed as
far as possible through the day, with intervals for rest and
play, when they are encouraged to help one another; the
child with heart disease can amuse his fellow with spinal
curvature who may not move from his couch. Occupations
are planned to be of increasing usefulness and interest

according to the ability and advancement of the pupils,
commencing with bead-threading, cane-weaving, knitting,
and advancing to mat-making or needlework. The purpose
of each form of occupation is educative and progressive.
Music and singing by the tonic-sol-fa system are found useful
and promote comradeship and harmony in the school. We
are glad to find that much attention is given to the
cultivation of speech and the correct sounding of words
written on the blackboard, while some pupils are taught
arithmetic, grammar, and geography. Common knowledge
is not neglected, and the children have learnt something
of the heroes of the present war and of its principal
events. Genuine success has been achieved. We are told

that "recently a man called at the school to express the
gratitude of all the people in one thoroughfare on account
of the improvement that had been wrought in the conduct
of one lad whose parents lived in that street." Much useful
work has been done during the eight months that the school
has been open. We should like to learn more about the

system adopted in training the feeble-minded children in
observation and judgment and as to the physical exercises
used. The institution is under the medical supervision of
Mr. Damer Harrisson who has shown great interest in the
welfare of the children and their progrees.

THE CERTIFYING OF STILLBORN INFANTS.

A SINGULAR charge against two medical men, Mr.
D. T. Jones and Mr. J. M. James, was investigated
before the Recorder of Sheffield at the borough quarter
sessions on Jan. llth. The defendants were indicted,
the one for wilfully giving a false certificate that a

child had been stillborn which had been, in fact, born
alive, and the other, his partner, for aiding and abetting
him in the same offence. Witnesses were called for the

defence, including one of the defendants, and in the result
the defendant charged with aiding and abetting was

acqnitted by the direction of the Recorder, while a similar
verdict was also eventually found in favour of the other,
coupled with an expression of opinion by the jury that
he had been guilty of gross carelessness. From the
evidence given on both sides we gather that the

child in question was born prematurely, but that as to

whether it was born at seven or at six months there seems to
have been conflicting testimony ; that after its birth Mr.

Jones, one of the defendants, arrived and expressed the
opinion that it could not possibly live, and took no particular
steps to prolong its existence beyond having it placed in a
blanket before the fire, while it was not alleged by the
prosecution that the life of the child lasted for more than

12 hours after its birth. There was evidence that some

attempt was made to feed it with sugar and butter on the

finger of a witness, but no steps were taken by anyone
to see whether the mother could nurse it. There was

also evidence that it uttered sounds, but Mr. Jones
declared that it did not do so when he was present,


